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Introduction 
 

On most days over the past ten years, when 
iTunes users click on “podcasts,” they see This 
American Life in the #1 spot.  That is, except 
when the breakout hit Serial has had fresh 
episodes to post during Seasons One and Two.  

They click, listen, and experience stories, 
storytelling and a new form of journalism. 
They hear something they’ve never heard 
before, that’s at the same time relatable, 
funny, surprising and emotional.  And they 

connect with the stories and the storytellers in a personal way.  They become audience 
members.  And they look forward to next week’s show.   They share episodes with friends, or 
tweet about them to their followers, who then subscribe.  Which makes This American Life 
and Serial top the charts for yet another day.  

The This American Life and Serial podcast listening experiences have inspired audiences, 
and brought the popcast medium into pop culture.  What are This American Life and Serial 
about?  And what do fans and the press say about these shows?  Let’s find out. 
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1 - What are This American Life and Serial all about? 
 

This American Life  

Host Ira Glass guides audience members through an exceptionally entertaining one-hour 
listening experience.  It's a journalistic collage of first person stories, documentaries, short 
fiction, memoirs and transformative moments expertly woven together around a theme 
that’s different each week.  The show is smart, emotional, surprising, funny, touching and 
reflective.  This American Life first went on the air in 1995, and now reaches more than 2.2 
million people weekly via the podcast. It has won all of the major awards for broadcast 
excellence, and created a signature style imitated by many other shows.  

Some of the writers whose work has been on the program: David Sedaris, Sarah Vowell, 
Russell Banks, Dave Eggers, David Rakoff, Tobias Wolff, Anne Lamott, Michael Lewis, Michael 
Chabon, Nick Hornby, Alex Kotlowitz, Dan Savage, David Foster Wallace, Spalding Gray, Gay 
Talese, Aimee Bender, Lydia Davis, Junot Diaz, Mike Birbiglia and Shalom Auslander. 

 
Serial, Season One  

First Posted October 2014 - December 2014 - 11 episodes, plus additional updates in February 
2016 

Serial Season One is a re-examination of the 1999 murder of Hae Min Lee, a Maryland 
teenager, that resulted in the conviction of Adnan Syed, her former boyfriend. Sarah Koenig 
pulls apart old evidence, uncovers new facts and alibis, and raises questions about whether a 
young man belongs in prison for the rest of his life. 

 
Serial, Season Two  

First Posted December 2015 - April 2016 - 11 episodes 

Season Two is the story of Bowe Bergdahl, the U.S. soldier who walked off his post in 
Afghanistan in 2009 and was captured and held by the Taliban for nearly five years. It’s been 
in the newspapers and on TV and is an active case in military court. Unlike the story in 
Season One, this one extends far out into the world. It reaches into swaths of the military, the 
peace talks to end the war, attempts to rescue other hostages, and our Guantanamo policy. 
What Bergdahl did made host Sarah Koenig wrestle with big questions: what it means to be 
loyal, to be resilient, to be used, to be punished. 
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2 - What is the press saying? 
 

About This American Life… 
 

'Real Sports,' 'This American Life' 
Win 2015 Peabody Award 
Debra Birnbaum     |    April 19, 2016 

 

Radio Host Ira Glass Takes  
20 Years of This American Life  

to the Theater Stage 
Kristin Tillotson    |    April 5, 2016 

 

 

This American Life Creator Ira 
Glass is Combining Dance and 

Radio in Sydney and Melbourne 
Leigh Campbell     |    April 16, 2016 

 

 

The New York Times 
Collaborates 

with This American Life on a  
Special Investigative Report 
Nicholas Quah     |    February 12, 2016 

 

 

 

“ At the vanguard of a journalistic revolution. ” 
- American Journalism Review 
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About Serial... 
Season 1 

 

Serial,” Podcasting’s First 
Breakout Hit, Sets Stage for More 

David Carr     |    November 23, 2014 

 

This American Life’s first  
spinoff podcast:  ‘I don’t know  

where it will end’ 
The Guardian    |    October 10, 2014 

 

 

Serial Is The Hottest Show Of  
The Fall — Do Marketers Need  

a Podcast Strategy? 
Steven Perlberg     |    November 5, 2014 

 

 

What's Behind the Great  
Podcast Renaissance? 

Kevin Roose     |    October 30, 2014 

 

 

Serial podcast makes Thursdays  
a Must-Listen event 

Jeff Labrecque     |    October 30, 2014 

 

 

This American Crime: Sarah 
Koenig on Her Hit Podcast Serial 

Josephine Yurcaba     |    October 24, 2014 

 

 

 

 

“ There has been a rabid debate all over the web about the murder and the show, along with parodies  

on YouTube and recaps on Slate. ‘Serial’ has quickly become the most popular podcast in the history of the form.  ”  
- The New York Times 
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http://www.rollingstone.com/culture/features/sarah-koenig-on-serial-20141024
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About Serial... 
Season 2 

 

Sarah Koenig Drops Another 
Hint About Upcoming  

‘Serial’ Season 
Sam Levine     |    October 20, 2015 

 

Season 2 of Serial is  
About to Drop! 

Kelsey Miller    |    October 20, 2015 

 

 

Why ‘Serial’s' Creators Aren’t 
Talking About Season 2 and 

Other Revelations from their 
Brooklyn Event 

Jason Bailey     |    September 28, 2015 

 

 

‘Serial’ Podcast Season 2:  
Bowe Bergdahl and Everything 

You Need to Know About the  
New Case 

Charles Paladian     |    September 23, 2015 

 

 

Exclusive:  Serial Podcast Eyes  
Bowe Bergdahl for Upcoming Season 

Matthew Farwell     |    September 22, 2015 

 

 

 

“ Ms. Koenig’s story, reported in weekly episodes, has reached the top of the podcast charts. ” 
- Wall Street Journal 
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http://www.ibtimes.com/pulse/serial-podcast-season-2-bowe-bergdahl-everything-you-need-know-about-new-case-2110064
http://www.ibtimes.com/pulse/serial-podcast-season-2-bowe-bergdahl-everything-you-need-know-about-new-case-2110064
http://www.maxim.com/entertainment/article/exclusive-serial-podcast-bowe-bergdahl-2015-9
http://www.maxim.com/entertainment/article/exclusive-serial-podcast-bowe-bergdahl-2015-9
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3 - What are audience members saying? 
 

About This American Life 
 

 
About Serial 
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4 - Blowing up Social Media and Crossing into Pop Culture 
 

This American Life 
 

   

   

 

   

SNL parodies Ira Glass and This 
American Life. 

Lisa Simpson chills out with an  
episode of This American Life. 

Ira Glass makes a cameo appearance in 
the Netflix original, Bojack Horseman. 

 

     

Stephen Colbert interviews Ira  
Glass on the Colbert Report. 

Ira Glass visits with David Letterman.  Jimmy Fallon discusses Ira  
Glass halloween costumes on  

The Tonight Show. 
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Serial 
 

 
 

   

 

     

Cecily Strong parodies Sarah 
Koenig on SNL. 

Sarah Koenig and Stephen Colbert 
discuss Serial. 

Thomas Roberts reports new 
developments as Serial unfolds. 
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5 - Awards for This American Life and Serial 
 

This American Life 

This American Life started in 1995 in Chicago. It 
went national in early 1996 and in the years since, 
it's won a lot of awards—the Peabody, the 
duPont-Columbia, the Murrow, and the Overseas 
Press Club, to name a few. Ira Glass, the host of the 
show, was named best radio host in the country by 
Time Magazine and received the highest individual 
honor in public broadcasting, the Edward R. 
Murrow Award.  

Serial 

Serial won a Peabody Award in April 2015, with the 
award judges stating that "Serial rocketed 
podcasting into the cultural mainstream", and that 
it was an "experiment in long-form, non-fiction 
audio storytelling.”  It was honored with a Peabody 
Award for its “innovations of form and its 
compelling, drilling account of how guilt, truth, and 
reality are decided.” 
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6 - Advertisers, Contact Authentic 
For advertising opportunities in This American Life and Serial, contact Authentic at 
Authenticshows.com. 

 

 

About Authentic and Podtrac Inc. 
 

Launched at the first podcasting conference in 2005, Podtrac Inc is the leading podcast 
measurement and advertising services company.  With the tremendous growth of 
podcasting, in 2016 Podtrac separated its offerings into two services to better serve the 
podcast industry.  

 

● Podcast Advertising Services - Authentic 

Authentic is the new name of Podtrac’s advertising services, providing advertising 
representation for 200 top podcasts including This American Life, Serial, This Week in 
Tech, and more.  Authentic works with leading brand and direct response advertisers 
and agencies to reach their targets in the top podcasts we represent, managing some 
of the most successful and longest-running advertising efforts in podcasting. 

 

 

● Podcast Analytics - Podtrac 

100% focused on podcast industry metrics and analytics.  Podtrac provides analytics 
to thousands of podcasts including virtually all of the top podcasts and publishers. 
It’s “unique monthly audience” metrics and monthly rankings of podcasts are 
industry firsts for podcasting. 

 
 

This American Life and Serial:  The Phenomena 
Page 12 of 12 

http://authenticshows.com/contact
http://www.authenticshows.com/
http://www.podtrac.com/

